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FROM THE PASTOR 
On Tuesday, February 02, Bishop Kagan and the Presbyteral Council  
met to prayerfully revisit and evaluate the various measures put in 
place in Mid-March 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
While the situation continues to be fluid and the health and safety of 
the faithful remains the priority, Bishop Kagan reestablished the 
Sunday and Holy Day Obligation to attend Mass, effective the First 
Sunday of Lent, February 20-21, 2021. In an apostolic letter, Pope 
Benedict XVI said, “We cannot live without partaking of the 
Sacrament of our salvation; we desire to be living according to the 
Lord’s Day, to reflect in our lives what we celebrate on the Lord’s 
Day. That day is the day of our definitive deliverance.”  
 

As we all know, the Church teaches that the Pillars of Lent include: 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving (Mt 6:2-16). Embracing Bishop 
Kagan’s reestablishment of the Sunday/Holy Day Obligation, may we 
move forward in prayer, fast from fear, and give our trust generously 
to the Lord. I think we all have been cautiously hoping to move 
towards a new normal and with a common-sense approach and a 
commitment to safety, we are moving in the right direction. As we 
were all flexible when our parishes closed on March 19, 2020, over 
11 months ago, we also need to be flexible as we transition, and I 
encourage you to watch the bulletin for any additional changes, in 
particular, to the upcoming Lenten schedule.  
 

Corpus Christi is inviting our parishioners to G I V E . H I M . 2 1  every 
day during Lent to draw closer to Him through the pillars of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving. It is a creative and tangible way to live Lent, 
and a way to challenge each of us, in the year 2021, to make Lent 
memorable and meaningful. How will you G I V E . H I M . 2 1 ? 
 

~Blessings on your Lenten journey!  Msgr. Patrick. A Schumacher 

  www.corpuschristibismarck.com  
info@corpuschristibismarck.com  

(701) 255-4600  www.facebook.com/CorpusBismarck  MISSION STATEMENT     As disciples of Jesus, we live our faith through Word, Sacrament, and Service.  

2021 Liturgy Schedule 

HOLY THURSDAY 
April 01, 2021 — 5:30 pm 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Day of Fast & Abstinence 
April 02, 2021 
12:10 pm, 3:00 pm, 5:30 pm 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 
April 03, 2021 — 8:30 pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
April 04, 2021 
7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 

 
Please note: No Lenten Luncheons in 2021 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Day of Fast & Abstinence 

February 17, 2021 

7:00 am*, 12:10 pm, 5:30 pm, 7:00 pm*   

*Mask Required Mass 

Mass will be livestreamed 

 

STATIONS of the CROSS 
Every Friday during Lent — 5:30 pm 

 

RECONCILIATION 
At this time, no Lenten communal penance services 

will be scheduled. The Sacrament will be offered: 
Monday-Friday: 11:30 am — 12:00 pm 

Saturdays: 3:00 — 3:45 pm 
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LENT 

NEW MASS DIRECTIVES 

Effective February 20-21, 2021 
 

WHAT HAS CHANGED:  
Mass Obligation reestablished  
Spacing in church eliminated 
Penance Services allowed with screens only 
Holy Water permissible 
Choir participation allowed with usual numbers 
Allowed at the Pastor’s discretion: 
 Funeral vigils & visitations in church 
 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 Mass Servers, with parental permission 
 Parish events or meals 
 

WHAT HAS NOT CHANGED: 
Holy Communion under the Consecrated Host only  
Sign of Peace suspended 
Procession of Gifts suspended 
Face-to-Face Confession suspended 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI’S RESPONSE: 
Spacing in church eliminated and chairs set as normal 
Mass Servers and Extraordinary Ministers permitted 
All current safety protocols will remain 
Mask use will still be encouraged 
5:30 pm Sunday Mass remains a Mask Mass 
Livestreaming will continue 
Holy Water will return 
No Lenten Luncheons at this time 
No Communal Penance Services at this time Watch the Bulletin for updates 

regarding the livestream schedule, etc. 



 

 

 

 

HERE I AM LORD,  
SEND ME 
Spotlight on the Lenten Pillar of Prayer 
and a Vocation Call 
 

On Saturday, February 6th, parishioner 
Brian Lardy received the Institution of 
Acolyte, a step in the Diaconate 
program. Brian has approximately a year 
remaining in his formation before he is 
ordained a deacon for the Diocese of 
Bismarck. Now that he is an acolyte,  
you will see him taking a more active 
role assisting at liturgies. One immediate 
role he will be assisting with is the 
distribution of Holy Communion, which 
has been limited during the pandemic 
precautions.   
 

Brian and 
Tammy have 
been married 
for 27 years, 
and have two 
married 
daughters 
and two 
wonderful 
sons-in-laws 
and one 
granddaughter and 
another granddaughter due in April. 
Brian is a lector and he and Tammy are 
both Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion. In the past, they 
participated in the Pre-Marriage 
weekends for engaged couples and are 
currently FOCCUS facilitators. 
 

Brian’s Vocation Story:  
“I think the first time I heard the call to 
the Diaconate was when I attended a 
Men’s Cursillo Retreat in 2011.  I 
remember coming home from that 
weekend and telling a friend that I think 
I may be called to the Diaconate.  I also 
remember telling Tammy about it, saying 
I think I may be called to the Diaconate 
and she said, “Are you sure they had the 
right number?” It was during Lent, in 
2016, that I took it to prayer.  My prayer 
that Lent was either to know if I was or 
wasn’t being called. It was through 
prayer that I finally was able to 
recognize my call and to trust that with 
God anything is possible. 
 

“Ask and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks, receives; 

and the one who seeks, finds; 
and to the one who knocks, 

the door will be opened.” Mt 7:7-8 

THE GRACE OF GIVING 
Opportunities at the Parish to live a life of Stewardship 
 

Lucille Shea and many others just like her rely on technology to keep them 
engaged with the parish. She was excited to share a photo of her using her 
tablet, which she uses to participate in Masses via livestream. Through the 
website, livestream Masses, and the use of social media, Corpus Christi 
works diligently to connect with our parishioners. Many of us may have 
started using these platforms during the pandemic, but coronavirus aside, 
there are many reasons why parishioners utilize them and it is clear that this 
ministry will continue to be vital in the future.  
 

Assisting with livestreaming is a great way to offer your stewardship gifts to 
the parish. We have a particular need at the Saturday 4 pm Mass and we 
would like to add Sunday 5:30 pm in the future. Training is provided. We join 
Lucille and our parishioners in thanking all the livestream volunteers!  
 

Don’t feel like technology is your stewardship call? We always have a need 
for Ushers and Greeters at Mass. Or, there are many other ways to give of 
your time, talent and treasure! Call the Parish Office to volunteer to assist 
with livestreaming, or to visit about a stewardship opportunity that fits you!  

THANK YOU! 

 

While the Catholic Church 
encourages almsgiving in 

a particular way during 
Lent, no matter what time 

of year, Corpus Christi 
Parish continues the vital 

ministry of serving the 
poor through our various 

ministries. The 2020 
Christmas Outreach 

Program made an 
important impact on the 

community —we donated 
368 gifts and 4,266 pounds 

of food to 128 families. 

Your  generous support of the Food Pantry is always needed. 
And, watch the weekly bulletins for the Easter Outreach Program! 

EASTER FLOWERS 
New collection this year  
 

You are invited to participate in the 
Easter Flower Offering to enhance 
our worship environment while 
honoring or remembering a loved 
one. Monetary donations will fund 
flowers and decorations for the 
Easter Season. All flowers will be 
ordered locally. An insert will be 
included in one of the bulletins, after 
Easter, to list all donors and those 
they wish to honor or remember. 
Find an “Easter Flower Offering” 
envelope in the March packet of 
envelopes, stop by the Parish Office, 
or donate online by March 29. 
Kindly donate via the Easter Flower Offering 
rather than donating a flowering plant.  

IDEAS TO FIND YOUR 21 
EVERY DAY: 

 

21 Minutes of Silent Prayer 
21 Minutes of Daily Mass (In-person or livestream) 
21 Minutes of Adoration  
21 Minutes praying the Rosary 
21  Minutes reading the Scriptures 
21  Minutes reading about the lives of the Saints 
21 Minutes meditating on the Stations of the Cross 
21 Minutes of fasting from electronic devices 
21 Acts of Kindness 
21 Dollars donated to Corpus Christi  
      (or 21¢, $ 10.21, $ 120.21, etc.) 
21 Items Donated to the Food Pantry 
21 Dollars donated to Operation Rice Bowl  
      (or another charity) 

A VIEW from the PEW: CONNECTED IN PRAYER 
The Power of the Corpus Christi Prayer Tree and God’s Miraculous Ways 
 

In 2019, parishioners Christopher & Miranda (Bergan) Voss received the joyful 
news they were expecting their second child. At their 20-week ultrasound, they 
received the difficult news that their baby had Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome, 
which meant the left ventricle of the heart, which pumps blood to the body, didn’t 
develop. The family’s first question was, could the doctor be wrong? Could the 
heart develop into a normal heart? Unfortunately, the heart would not heal itself. In 
the immediate aftermath of the diagnosis, they spent the next several days reaching 
out to friends and family asking for prayers, including the Prayer Tree at Corpus 
Christi. Miranda shared, “As we prepared for baby’s arrival, I can’t tell you the 
number of times I prayed for God to heal our baby’s heart.”  
 

In early February 2020, 5-day old baby Liam had his first open-heart surgery and a 
second in mid-July. Through the months of recovery, particularly when the medical 
team struggled to manage Liam’s pain, Miranda could have wondered if God heard 
the numerous prayers offered on her family’s behalf, but “somewhere in the 
1,200+ hours of our first hospital stay, I realized God did hear and answer our 
prayers. He was there in the nurse who prayed over us. God was there when Liam 
was placed in the hands of countless doctors and nurses who cared for him. He 
was there through all the ups and downs, the progress and the setbacks. God came 
to us! He came through countless people who helped, financially, physically and 
emotionally. Through all the struggles it became clear that God truly is a miracle 
worker. God was healing my baby!! It just looked different then I thought it 
would!” She continued, “I know my prayers were heard. I know that there was an 
army of prayer warriors who prayed along with me. I made a promise to God that I 
would share His miraculous ways. That with God, nothing is impossible.”   
 

When the Corpus Christi Prayer Tree receives a prayer 
intention, the prayer warriors go to work, offering prayers and 
trusting that God hears and answers them according to His 
will. Our Prayer Tree connects the faithful, through prayer, to 
one another and to God. Liam’s story is a testament to God’s 
divine goodness, the power of prayer and His promise,  
 

“Do not fear: I am with you; do not be anxious: I am 
your God. I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my victorious right hand.” Is 41:10 
  

Liam’s road to health is not yet complete. He will need at 
least one additional open-heart surgery before he is 5. But 

Liam’s life, as does each of ours, belongs to God and when we place our 
trust in Him, His works will be seen. The Voss family is grateful for all the prayers 
offered on their behalf and encourages everyone to remain steadfast in prayer.     

                   

ALMSGIVING IDEAS: 
 

Corpus Christi Church 
Food pantry; time, talent & treasure 

 

Operation Rice Bowl 
By Catholic Relief Services 

 

African Mission Appeal 
Diocese of Bismarck 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
 

Ministry on the Margins 
 

Donate items to the thrift store 
 

Collection for the Holy Land 
Pontifical collection taken on Good Friday 

 

Almsgiving is not only about money. 
Serve others with your time! 

FRIDAY AT-HOME LENTEN RETREAT 
This schedule is suggested for a Lenten Friday but could be done any day 
 

12:10-1:15 pm Attend Daily Mass via livestream (or in person) At the conclusion of 
  Mass, take 20-30 minutes to reflect. Think about and write down 
  what made an impression on you. How can the daily Gospel and  
  homily encourage you in life? How is your Lenten journey going? 
Lunch   Try a new meatless recipe. https://www.crsricebowl.org/recipe  
2:00-2:45 pm Listen to Vinny Flinn’s talk, The 7 Secrets of Confession,  
  found on https://formed.org (search for 7 Secrets of Confession) 
2:45-3:00 pm Make a thorough Examination of Conscience  

3:00-4:00 pm Hour of Mercy — Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5TGfisOKMM  

  Spend the remainder of the hour in prayerful silence with the Lord 
4:00-4:30 pm Read & Contemplate on the Gospel of Mark 14:1—15:47 
4:30-5:00 pm Pray the Sorrowful Mysteries. Try a “scriptural rosary” — 
  https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/the -sorrowful-mysteries.html  

5:00 pm Pray the Stations of the Cross 
  (or attend in-person at Corpus Christi on Fridays during Lent at 5:30 pm)  

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndcRzv_dOtM  

REMINDERS: 
 

No Lenten Luncheons in 2021. 
 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are obligatory days of fasting and 
abstinence. Fridays during Lent 

are obligatory days of abstinence. 
 

The norms on fasting are 
obligatory from 18—59.  

 

When fasting, a person is permitted 
to eat one full meal, as well as two 

smaller meals that together are 
not equal to a full meal.  

 

The norms concerning abstinence 
from meat are binding from 

age 14 onwards. 


